Let there be... 


... you know. Dennis Hedspeth 
has been lighting up his house 
in Virginia Beach for Christmas 
for about 15 years. But getting 
the best value for the display is 
an art. Story, Page 4 


A holiday 
light map. 
To: You. 
From: A 
display 
enthusiast. 


Virginia Beach real estate 
agent Sam Sansalone has 
created a Google map that 
lists his favorite Christmas 
light displays in South 
Hampton Roads. Go to 
PilotOnline.com to see it. 


By Lee Tolliver 
The Virginian-Pilot 


HEN SAM 

Sansalone 

started driv- 

ing, he dis- 

covered 
something he really liked 
about Christmas. 

Lights. 

“I guess when I was 16 or 
17, I thought, ‘Hey, this is 
kind of cool,’ ” said Sansa- 
lone, who grew up in the 
Woodstock neighborhood in 
Virginia Beach. “So it be- 
came a pattern for me.” 

It also could be frustrating 
— finding the best displays 
was always hit or miss. 

So this season, he decided 
to compile a list of top local 
spots and translate it into a 
locator map on Google maps. 

“Tve been looking at lights 
for years and starting getting 
into the habit of just going to 
the same ones because I knew 
where they were,” said the 
33-year-old real estate agent. 
“Td stumble across some new 
ones every now and then. 

“So I just decided to help 
friends out, and it’s turned 
into something much, much 
bigger than I ever thought 
it would.” 

Sansalone’s map features 


See MAP, PAGE 4 


mostly cloudy 
High near 70. 


Details on the 
back page of Sports 


I 


L. TODD SPENCER | THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT 


Ehe Virginian-Pilot 


OC =] Our 153rd year | 12.23.17 | PILOTONLINE.COM | $1 in Hampton Roads; $1.50 in outlying areas 


Trump signs tax bill 


THE PRESIDENT signs biggest tax changes of a generation into law during an 
Oval Office ceremony that lacked many of the GOP bill’s architects. 


ODU 
wins 
rivalry 
game 
with 
NSU 


ODU’s 61-50 
victory shows 
there’s still 
plenty of 
interest in the 
crosstown 
matchup. 
SPORTS 


PLASTIC 
OTRAWS ON 
OBX'S LIST 
OF DON'TS 


For environmentally 
conscious store and 
restaurant owners, 
the convenience 
poses too great a 
risk for sea life. 


PAGE 3 


Plan now 

to reap the 
most out of 
your garden. 


Home + Living 


From wire reports 


N THE END, Donald Trump’s 
top achievement as president 
-a $1.5 trillion tax overhaul- 
was finalized in a “rush job” 
of an affair. And that was OK 
with him. 

None of the members of Con- 
gress who muscled through the 
biggest tax changes in 30 years 
were in the Oval Office on Fri- 
day as Trump signed the mea- 
sure into law. That’s because the 
president was not pleased with 
news coverage that morning 
questioning whether he would 
get the bill signed before Christ- 
mas. So he ordered up a spur-of- 
the-moment signing event where 
he ticked through what he de- 
scribed as the tremendous ac- 
complishments of his first year 
in office. 

“This is the capper,” Trump 
said of the tax package, using 
his last moments of the year in 
the White House to sign the bill 
before flying to Florida for the 
holidays. He also signed a tem- 


See TAXES, PAGE 7 


RUSSIAN SUBS NEAR 
DATA CABLES POSE 
THREAT, NATO SAYS 


The Western military alliance 
says it has seen an increase in 
potentially hostile activity. 
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President Donald Trump shows off the tax bill after making it law Friday. 
“This is the capper,” he said before flying to Florida for the holidays. 
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Whether GOP 


STRIC 


T 


has to share 


power is down to chance 


what’s next 


By Will Houp 
The Virginian-Pilot 


N 2000, THE GOP took control of 

the Virginia House of Delegates 

for the first time in modern his- 

tory. Republicans had won sever- 
al seats before the 1998 session to 
draw even with the Democrats, then 
picked up three more two years lat- 
er to take the lead. 

Now, Democrats hope to bring 
parity to a chamber dominated by 
Republicans for almost two decades. 
And it all rests on which of two can- 
didates’ names is chosen by lot bya 
state official Wednesday. 

This drawing, outlined in Virginia 


See CHANCE, PAGE 7 


The race between Republican 
Del. David Yancey and 
Democrat Shelly Simonds 
stands tied at 11,608 votes. 
State law dictates that 

the winner will be chosen 
randomly by Virginia officials. 


one wish 


By Jordan Pascale 
The Virginian-Pilot 


T’S BEEN A roller coaster week 
for Democratic Virginia House 
candidate Shelly Simonds. 
She won a recount by one vote 
on Tuesday after being down 10 
votes after Election Day. 

On Wednesday, she lost a court 
battle. Judges decided a previously 
uncounted irregular ballot should 
count for her opponent, Republican 
Del. David Yancey. 

On Thursday, she learned when, 
where and how the race will be 
decided: by a drawing with their 
names put in film canisters and 


See VOTE, PAGE 7 


